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GHAZ| AMANULLAH KHAN

RE

GIONAL ONE-DAY TOURNAMENT 2019
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MOST WICKETS
MAT INNS OVERS MDNS RUNS

MIRWAIS ASHRAF

SALIM
AMO

AMO REGION

260 16 4/56 16.25

REGION

194 15 5/51 12.93

ZIA-UR-REHMAN

IBRAHIM

MIS AINAK REGION

204 15 4/25 13.60

AMO REGION
MOHAMMAD ALAM

186 10 3/50 18.60

BOOST REGION
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NOOR ALI ZADRAN
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RANA Technologies Enterprises is the leading and award winning
Internet Service Provider (ISP) & Information & Communications
Technology (ICT) Enterprise in Afghanistan.

[#]Adiacent to shaheed shrine, Shahr-e-Naw, Kabul, Afghanistan  [B]+93 (0) 798858585 [@]www.ranatech.com info@ranatech.com [f]/malomaat.cf  [@]www.malomaat.af - [@]info@malomacit.f
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Need to play

[ %

g - ;" ’

top oppositions
more often: Rashid Khan

Rashid Khan, Afghanistan's
captain across all formats of
the game, believes that his
team will only get better with
more exposure, especially
against top Test-playing na-
tions. Khan’s team Afghan-
istan ended their short but
successful tour of Bangladesh
recently on a somber note
after rain washed out the fi-
nal of the tri-series, involv-
ing them and hosts Bangla-
desh. Afghanistan had earlier
stunned the hosts in the one-
off Test, thereby securing their
first-ever Test win against a
full-fledged Test-playing na-
tion, despite featuring in only
their third Test.

«We have our domestic T20
competition this October. Af-
terwards, From November 5,
we have the West Indies se-
ries, so there's a lot of cricket

coming up.»

Afghanistan  have always
been a competitive team in
the white-ball format of the
game, but it has also been a
remarkable rise in the red-
ball format of the game for a
team who made a rather dis-
mal Test debut - losing by an
innings and 262 runs against
India in Bengaluru in 2018.
Since then though, Afghani-
stan have taken rapid strides,
beating fellow Test debutants
Ireland and then stunning
Bangladesh. Rashid though
believes that his team needs
to play top teams more often
if they are to improve their
game.

«We were always on track.
Our performance at the
World Cup was amazing. We
made the games but couldn't
finish it up. We lost five games

in the last five or ten overs.
We had the momentum and
form in batting and bowling,
but we couldn't finish well. It
comes with more experience.
We are new in this arena. The
more we play, the better we
will be,» Rashid said.

«We have played only twice
against Australia, New Zea-
land and England in the last
five years. We would have
known their strengths and
weaknesses. It should be
looked into. The best example
is Bangladesh. They played a
lot against South Africa and
ended up having the best re-
sult against them in the World
Cup. If we want to be a good
side, we should play more
against the top sides. Not one
match in four years. These
teams have four fast bowlers
who bowl 140-plus. We play

«v(

against Scotland and Ireland,
and they hardly have a 140-
plus bowler,» the captain
lamented.

Enthused by the team's pop-
ularity, Rashid believes that
both Bangladesh and Af-
ghanistan need to start play-
ing more often and in longer
series. «People back home
want us to play more against
Bangladesh. Here also peo-
ple want to play against Af-
ghanistan. We should have
longer series, like have the
main focus on 50 overs and
Test matches. Cricket boards
should think about it. There
should be a three-match Test
series. There's more room to
learn and have different ex-
periences. More 50 overs and
Tests would be better for both
nations,» he said.
Ontheindividual front, Rashid

has come a long way with the
ball as well. Always known
for his frugal economy and
wicket-taking in the white-
ball format of the game, the
21-year-old has grown leaps
and bounds in Test cricket
and played a starring role in
the win against Bangladesh,
claiming his first 10-wicket
haul (5 for 55 and 6 for 49). «I
never brought any difference
in my bowling in any format.
| try to do what | am capable
of. | don't want to bring any
changes to my bowling. If |
bring a bit of change, | think
it will affect my bowling. | al-
ways had one thing in mind in
the Test match, that there will
be a time when | won't get a
wicket for 25 overs. There will
be a time when | get three
wickets in one over. Rather
than putting extra pressure

on myself, | should be mental-
ly ready for this sort of thing,»
he said.

Explaining the thought pro-
cess further, Rashid men-
tioned that he spoke with
some of the legendary spin-
ners of the game and ana-
lyzed his own shortcomings,
which helped him gain more
focus, especially in Test crick-
et. «l asked Muttiah Murali-
tharan and Shane Warne, su-
perstars of Test cricket, what
should my mindset be in a
Test match. They both told
me that | shouldn't change
myself, and be cool and calm
in every situation. Just focus
on bowling in the right line
and length, rather than bring
down my speed. They said
that the quicker you bowl,
it deceives the batsmen,»
Rashid concluded.
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