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and Ireland have that
their upcoming multi-format series that starts in
February will be brought forward to avoid a clash
with the 2019 IPL.

JANUARY-14-2019 JANUARY-02-2019 JANUARY-Q1-2019 bitIy/AfgireMoved

Afghanistan-ireland series Afghanistan to play Scotland in Afghanistan among direct
confirmed for February 201 in May qualifiers for ICC Men's World
India T202020in....
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WIN
BATSMEN

Cheteshwar Rishabh Virat
Pujara Pant Kohli

B N watcres 4 4
Innings 1 7 1
Runs 521 350 282

Hghest 193 150* 123 O)L{J di \.sl_ogj - :j_a

Average  74.42 5833 4028

— ® G ‘ | dia ay o Whiwl

Jasprit Mohammed Ishant

\l Afghan Cricket

Bumrah Shami  Sharma

= mm ff B9 P 595

BBI 6/33 6/56
BBM 9/86 6/136
Average 1700 26.18
Economy  2.27 3.06
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The golden journey of Afghanistan cricket is go-
ing from strength to strength over the last years
and 2018 was another year that marked signifi-
cant progress and achievements for the Afghan-
istan Cricket Board in both professional cricket
competitions and administrative affairs. The in-
ception of Afghanistan Premiere League T20
(APLT20) was turned into reality and the worth-
while project was launched in October 2018 by
holding the inaugural edition successfully at the
historic Sharjah Cricket Stadium.

The comprehensive ODI and T20I series wins
against Zimbabwe in February proved the abil-
ity of Afghanistan National Cricket Team to over-
power other teams; and the capability of Afghan-
istan Cricket Board to host ICC Full Member
Boards - balanced performance in both on-field
and off-field areas. In March 2018, all attention
in the cricketing world was on the ICC Cricket
World Cup Qualifier in Zimbabwe awaiting the
confirmation of the two remaining teams in the
ICC Cricket World Cup 2019. Afghanistan started
the tournament as one of the two favourite teams
alongside West Indies and was crowned the
Champions of the ICC Cricket World Cup Quali-
fier 2018 after a bumpy start and finally sealing a
place in the ICC Cricket World Cup 2019 sched-
uled to be held in England and Wales.
Afghanistan climbed to 8th position in the ICC
T20 rankings for the first time after a 3-0 white-
wash against Bangladesh in Dehradun and qual-
ified for the ICC T20 World Cup scheduled to be
held in Australia in 2020. Afghanistan also won
away T20I series against Ireland 2-0 and the ODI
series 2-1 and with this Afghanistan won seven
out of seven T20Is in 2018.

One year after achieving Test status in June
2017, Afghanistan’s much anticipated inaugural
Test match was played against World No. 1 Test
team India in Bengaluru and with this Afghani-
stan became the 12th country in the history of
cricket to play Test cricket.

Afghanistan reached new heights in the Asian

2018: Another
Successful Year
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Cricket Council Asia Cup in 2018 and qualified
for the Super Four stage of the competitions after
comprehensively beating Sri Lanka and Bangla-
desh in group stage matches and finishing at the
top of table. The successful and widely applaud-
ed campaign in the Asia Cup came to an end
with a historical tie match against winner of the
event, India. The performance in this year’s Asia
Cup proved why Afghanistan as a Full Member
of ICC deserved direct qualification for the tour-
nament.

Junior level cricket also continued to excel as
the Afghanistan U-19 National Cricket Team was
Semi Finalist in both ICC U19 Cricket World Cup
in New Zealand and ACC U19 Youth Asia Cup in
Bangladesh.

Domestic Cricket continued to provide opportu-
nities for players and fans to engage in playing
and/or witnessing competitive cricket at home.
The annual Ahmad Shah Abdali First Class
Tournament was this year played between six
teams on four different venues contributing to
skills building of players and organizers. Sim-
ilarly, List A competitions of Ghazi Amanullah
Khan Regional One-Day Cup were held on high
standards and the last eight matches of the tour-
nament were televised for the first time ever in
Afghanistan.

ACB sold TV broadcast and digital rights of in-
ternational fixtures in the Future Tours Program
(FTP) and domestic cricket competitions for a
period of five years from 2018-2023 for USD
2.3 million to Total Sports Marketing (TSM) af-
ter issuing a tender which was duly approved by
board members.

Public Relations and Communications activities
were doubled to raise general awareness about
the game of cricket amongst and the “Cricket
for All” programme was launched to encourage
participation in the game of cricket where ACB
representatives travelled to far-away areas and
provinces that are relatively less familiar with the
game of cricket.
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annually. The five participating teams in the inaugural Afghanistan
Premier League T20 were Kabul Zwanan, Paktia Panthers, Balkh
Legends, Nangarhar Leopards and Kandahar Knights. Commercial
T20 leagues initially start with lesser number of teams and increase
the number as the respective league becomes more prominent and
the Afghanistan Cricket Board has similar plans for APLT20 fran-
chises in the future.

The process of sports marketing involves three steps: fan creation,
brand creation and revenue creation and the success of leagues like
the Afghanistan Premier League T20 revolves around these three
easily-said but immensely challenging factors. Plan for launching
T20 leagues of their own by some cricket boards in other coun-
tries did not materialize because of a highly competitive market and
packed calendar of cricketing competitions across the world.

The inaugural edition of APLT20 also known as Gulbahar Afghan-
istan Premier League T20 was key in fan creation and brand cre-
ation of the league supported by the unique characteristics of Af-
ghan cricket brand attached to APLT20. The fairytale of Afghanistan
cricket has helped the national team of Afghanistan to be the sec-
ond favourite for millions of cricket fans and followers throughout
the cricketing world after their own countries’ team because of the
success of Afghanistan cricket against all odds. Future editions are
guaranteed to be better and bigger because the first two steps in
the process of sports marketing were fulfilled after the successful
completion of the first edition of APLT20 and future editions will see
revenue creation.

APLT20 was televised on 11 TV channels and two digital platforms
covering 60 countries and reaching millions of cricket fans across
the world. The matches also received far and wide social media
coverage and famous cricketers who were either part of the league
or watching the games tweeted on regular basis that was particu-
larly important in brand creation for the league.

The first season of APLT20 was an excellent platform for young
Afghan cricketers to play along renowned T20 cricket stars such as

Chris Gayle, Shahid Afridi, Brendon McCullum, Ben Cutting, Luke
Ronchi, Colin Munro. These stars were once idolized by young
Afghan cricketers and APLT20 made it possible for them to play
alongside their idols and share dressing rooms with them. The
league also helped young Afghan players to become psychological-
ly stronger by learning the nitty gritty of how to handle pressure sit-
uations and cross the finish line easily in winning matches on an in-
ternational stage. This will be advantageous for players in the years
to come when they represent Afghanistan in major ICC events and
high profile competitions. In monetary terms, Afghan players in total
earned over US$ 1 million after being sold in several categories
during a high-profile auction prior to the commencement of league
that was dubbed the second best after India Premier League. Play-
ers were bought by the five franchises in seven different categories
ranging from US$10,000 — US$100,000.

The inaugural edition of APLT20 also had significance in terms of
record making in T20 cricket. Kabul Zwanan’s young Hazratullah
Zazai hit six sixes in an over to become the third player in T20
cricket after India’s Yuvraj Sing and England’s Ross Whiteley. Zazai
achieved the feat against Balkh Legends when he targeted slow
left arm spinner Abdullah Mazari and it took him only 12 balls to
complete his half century and equaled the record of Yuvraj Singh
and Chris Gayle. After his historic innings, Zazai revealed the Chris
Gayle is his idol and he was delighted to have achieved this re-
cord in front of his idol who played for the opposition team, Balkh
Legends. Coincidently, all these three batsmen who jointly hold the
record for fastest half century are left handed. This match between
Kabul Zwanan and the ultimate Champions Balkh Legends which
featured all this entertainment also entered the books of records for
most sixes hit in a T20 match when a total of 37 sixes were hit in
the game.

The inaugural edition of APLT20 will be remembered for all the
challenges, extravaganza, records and exhibition of Afghan talent
on a global stage but run and managed by Afghans.

| Afghan Cricket
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THE AFGHAN
BRAND OF
T20 CRICKET

Twenty20 (T20) cricket is the shortest format of the game of cricket
duly approved by the International Cricket Council (ICC) and played
across the cricketing world since early 2000s. The success of the
inaugural ICC World Twenty20 in 2007 served as a key stimulation
for ICC member boards to launch their own leagues, mainly fran-
chise-based and commercially orientated.

Commercialisation of T20 cricket has become common in the
cricketing world and it is a profitable business model for various
stakeholders including ICC member boards, franchisees, players,
coaching staff, celebrities, sponsors and media rights holders. The
television broadcast and digital rights of the Indian Premier League
(IPL), which is the most successful amongst all other T20 commer-
cial leagues in the world, were sold to Star Sports for US$ 2.55
billion for a five-year period from 2018-2022.

The Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB) which is the governing
body of cricket in Afghanistan and a member of ICC since 2001
did not want to be behind the race in T20 cricket leagues and first
launched the Shpageeza Cricket League in 2013. The fifth edition
of Shpageeza was made franchise-based in 2017 to encourage the
business community to invest in T20 cricket and it was considerably
different to the previous editions, including the commercialisation of
the league and diversifying the pool of players and match officials
with international cricketers and support staff such as coaches and
umpires in the event. All six participating teams were sold in an
auction for over 40 million Afghanis. Subsequently, the players’ auc-
tion was held and over 70 million Afghanis were invested by the six
franchises. ACB also raised over 20 million Afghanis in media and
marketing revenue in Shpageeza.

Building on the success of Shpageeza, ACB launched the Afghan-
istan Premier League T20 in January 2018 with it first edition slat-
ed for October 2018 at the historic Sharjah Cricket Stadium in the
United Arab Emirates. Snixer sports was contracted as the invest-
ment partner of the APLT20 for a period of six years and pays the
Afghanistan Cricket Board a sanctioning fee of US$600,000.00
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