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RANA Technologies Enterprises is the leading and award winning
Internet Service Provider (ISP) & Information & Communications
Technology (ICT) Enterprise in Afghanistan.

Adjocem to shaheed shrine, Shahr-e-Naw, Kabul, Afghanistan +93 (0) 798858585  [@]www.ranatech.com info@ranatech.com [f]/malomaat.cf  [@]www.malomaat.af - [EJinfo@malomact.af
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WORLD CUP

The 12 Full
Members + The

India (Hosts)

Bottom 4 of League 2

CHALLENGE g Top 2 of Challenge
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Teams ranked // cague

272032 in the —

World Crickel
League (WCL)

i India will qualify for the world cup.

Netherlands Top 7 of Super League®

\\\

—
— WORLD CUP
I QUALIFIER Top 2 from World Cup

LEAGUE 2 i v Qualier

. Bottom 5 of Super - -

T League' _—
=

Nepal, Scotland, T
UAE, Top 4 I —
Finishers from
2019 WCL
Division 2 N PLAY-OFF

™ Top 3 from League 2

E T India qualifies directly into the World Cup as hosts. !
1 If India finishes in the top 7 of the Super League, then top 7 excluding H

E If India finishes in the bottom 5 of the Super League, then the bottom 5 i
1 excluding India go onto the World Cup Qualifier '
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AFGHANISTAN |
VS
WEST INDIES
RECORDS

'Most |
Wickets l

Rashid Khan|
Matches 6 1_)

Wickets 13

7/18

AFGHANISTAN
VS
WEST INDIES
RECORDS

Highest

Partnership

%
Rahmat Shah & Tkram Alikhil
133 for second wicket

4th July 2019
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think that everyone must be given credit
in their different spheres. The grounds
men, the curators, the advancement in
the ground, the covering of the spec-
tators’ areas as well. So, | was very
impressed with what | have seen and
considering it is a domestic competition
in their own country, there were lots of
people watching and spectator support
was good. Therefore, | think it com-
pares favorably with anywhere else in
the world.

Q: Which players impressed you the
most this season?

Campbell: | looked at various players
at the awards ceremony, and Noor Ah-
mad, for me, stands out. Everybody is
used to Salamkheil or Zahir Khan, how-
ever, Noor Ahmad was outstanding,
Abdul Wasi, the leg spinner who only
played a couple of games, was tremen-
dous for the Speenghar Tigers as well.
That’s how strong the depth is here.
Ibrahim Zadran, | thought, was out-
standing and Rahmanullah Gurbaz was
a top draw. These are all youngsters. |
read about the players afterwards, and
when | saw that Rahmanullah Gurbaz
is only 17 years of age, it felt crazy to
see that these guys are that young and
that competitive.

There are a lot of youngsters coming
through replacing the older guys who
have been around a long time. Moham-
mad Nabi, for example has retired from
Test matches, and if | was an Afghan-
istan cricket supporter- which | am, or
if | were a selector or administrator,
| would have been very happy with
what is coming through. Because, the
last thing you want is nobody coming
through your system to replace those
older guys who have done it for you on
the international stage.

But by what | see coming through in Af-
ghanistan Cricket, | think the future is

very bright. Those that are retiring now
and getting on with age, have able re-
placements. Even the likes of Rashid
Khan and Mujeeb ur Rahman have
got to play for their places now be-
cause there is so much talent coming
through that is going to be very com-
petitive which is what you want as a
cricketing nation. You want competitive
cricket, good bench strength and peo-
ple to take the place of someone who is
injured and not let the standard down,
which | see in Afghanistan Cricket.

Q: How can Shpageeza help Afghan
players at the International level?
Can the players use this experience
to perform well at the big stage?
Campbell: | think so. | think you cannot
say that for everybody as everyone is
different. As far as their mental strength
is concerned, they show a lot of abili-
ty when they are youngsters, but when
you give them the opportunity to play at
a higher level, some make it and some
do not. That is the nature of life itself
that not everybody makes it at the high-
est level.

But what | have seen in the pressure sit-
uations in this Shpageeza, | think there
is nobody there that stood out saying he
is under pressure or can’t play. Every-
one at some stage was under pressure
in the tournament. The death bowling,
particularly, was very good as we rarely
saw the batsmen dominating in the last
few overs, particularly from the seam-
ers at the back end of the innings with
Yorkers, slower balls, slower bouncers.
Naveen ul Haq was outstanding as far
as bowling in the powerplay and at the
death or back end of the innings is con-
cerned.

When it comes to cricket here, they
(the players) just treat it as something
to enjoy and something to embrace. |
saw people that wanted an opportunity,

and were desperate to perform on the
international stage. | can’t wait till the
U19 World Cup in South African to see
some of these guys play because | am
backing Afghanistan to go all the way
as they have got the skills in the play-
ers to really cause a few upsets- and |
say upsets, but honestly they shouldn’t
be called upsets because, these guys
have surely got the skills set and it is
not that anybody should be surprised if
they are winning games and are com-
petitive.

The National side will be playing West
Indies, | would say, Watch out West
Indies! Afghanistan have won two test
matches already and don’t bet against
them for their third.

Q: Finally, how was your experience
in Afghanistan overall, please share
some memories you will take from
here.

Campbell: Well, look, it is never an is-
sue for me to come here. You know the
first time we came here, looking at the
security protocols, we were a bit ner-
vous because if you read in the papers
about Afghanistan, there are always
things like bombs going off, attacks
here and there. So, you will be a bit ner-

A

vous if you are coming from the west-
ern world. For me, after the last time,
coming here was a no brainer. | am on
a quest to find different places where
people play cricket and are passionate
about the sport.

Afghanistan is a fascinating story as
only 10 years ago, there was nothing
going on here as far as Cricket is con-
cerned and suddenly, they are compet-
ing with all the power houses of world
Cricket. It is always a fascinating one.

| like interacting with the people and
see the passion of these supporters.
There is no fault as far as the advance-
ment of the game is concerned and the
people behind it. It is hard to describe
anything other than the ground and the
people there as well as the hotel that
we stayed in. Unfortunately we are still
not able to go out and sample the other
riches that Afghanistan has. But, | hope
| will be coming here for a long time to
come and hopefully things improve and
| can get out to see what Afghanistan
has to offer. | have seen lots of hotels
and cricket fields, but | would like to see
different parts of the country that, hope-
fully, would be possible in the years to
come.
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Fixtures

\

1sT ODI 1sT T20I
6TH NOV 2019 | 1:00 PM (AFT) 14TH NOV 2019 | 6:00 PM (AFT)

2ND ODI 2ND T201
9TH NOV 2019 | 1:00 PM (AFT) 16TH NOV 2019 | 6:00 PM (AFT)

3rD ODI 3rD T20I
11TH NOV 2019 | 1:00 PM (AFT) 17TH NOV 2019 | 6:00 PM (AFT)

ONLY TEST

27TH NOV - 1ST DEC 2019 | 9:00 AM
Ekana Stadium Lucknow, India

WIEST NI

"I;‘,,,\‘\Afghanlstan vs West Indies Series 2019 ——
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Interview
with

Mr. Alistair
Campbell

Q: How was your experience during
this Shpageeza? You watched the
games very closely and know the
game well. Please share your expe-
rience with us.

Campbell: It has improved drastically
from two years ago. | think two years
ago, there were sort of three of four
player, maybe five players, that you
would have looked at and said these
guys are pretty good and of interna-
tional standard. This time there are so
many more.

The standard of cricket has been a lot
better and there are many youngsters
coming through, | have been impressed
particularly in the spin department with
left-arm Chinaman bowlers, leg spin-
ners. Also, there were good hard-hit-
ting young batsmen as well. So, | have
been overwhelmed and flabbergasted
really by what | have seen as far as de-
velopment of talent and the standard of
the general players are concerned in
the last two years.

| am very optimistic about Afghanistan’s
future in international cricket because |
think the domestic program is good and
there are a lot of youngsters coming

through. The key to success is making
sure youngsters are coming through
and are of the required standard and
what | have seen in this Shpageeza is
that Afghanistan cricket is definitely on
the right track.

Q: You have served as a commenta-
tor in various international matches
and tournaments, how was SCL a dif-
ferent experience from the rest?
Campbell: If you are looking it from
playing perspective, in these conditions,
| think even a lot of overseas players
would have come here and struggled. |
thought that the bowling was of excep-
tional standard, particularly in the spin
department. As far as the variations are
concerned, | think the seamers have
upped their game as well. So, as | said
earlier, | think the standard compares to
anyone around the world, particularly in
these conditions.

And, as far as the broadcast is con-
cerned, it was much better than what it
was two years ago. The running of the
event, the administration, standard of
umpiring and all those things need to
go hand in hand with the advancement
of your actual playing standards. So, |
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